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Sargsian, and other leaders of the Ar-
menian Parliament, and pledges con-
tinued alliance between our two coun-
tries. Our thoughts are with the fami-
lies, friends and loved ones of those af-
fected by this tragedy, and we send our 
hope that those who perpetrated this 
horrible act will be brought to justice. 

Mr. President, I urge my colleagues 
to support this resolution. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 64—EXPRESSING THE 
SENSE OF CONGRESS CON-
CERNING CONTINUED USE OF 
THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
TRAINING RANGE ON THE IS-
LAND OF VIEQUES IN THE COM-
MONWEALTH OF PUERTO RICO 

Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mr. SMITH 
of New Hampshire, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. 
HUTCHINSON, and Mr. KYL) submitted 
the following concurrent resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on Armed Services: 

S. CON. RES. 64

Whereas the success or failure of the Na-
tion’s Armed Forces when sent into combat 
and the risk of loss of life, both to United 
States military personnel and to civilians, 
are a direct function of the degree of train-
ing received by members of the Armed 
Forces before combat; 

Whereas from World War II through the 
most recent crisis in Kosovo the Nation’s 
military has been able to meet the call to 
arms due to training such as that afforded at 
the United States Navy training range on 
the island of Vieques in the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico; 

Whereas in April 1999, following an acci-
dent at that training range that resulted in 
the death of a Navy civilian employee, train-
ing activities at that range were suspended 
by direction of the Secretary of the Navy 
pending a safety review; 

Whereas officials of the Department of De-
fense have testified before congressional 
committees that the Vieques training range 
is the only range along the Atlantic seaboard 
that allows critical combined arms live fire 
training that includes the coordinated use of 
naval surface fire support training, Navy/Ma-
rine amphibious combined arms training, 
Carrier Battle Group strike training and 
high altitude tactics, and subsurface train-
ing; 

Whereas officials of the Department of De-
fense have testified before congressional 
committees that the safe conduct of oper-
ations on the island of Vieques has been and 
will remain the primary concern of the De-
partment of the Navy and that the recent 
death of the civilian Navy employee on the 
range was the first civilian death on the 
range since its purchase in 1941; 

Whereas the John F. Kennedy carrier bat-
tle group, which was unable to continue 
training at Vieques after the April accident, 
deployed in September 1999 in degraded read-
iness condition and the Dwight D. Eisen-
hower carrier battle group, which is sched-
uled to deploy in the spring of 2000, will be 
forced to deploy in a significantly degraded 
readiness condition if not allowed to conduct 
training activities at the Vieques training 
range before departing on that deployment; 

Whereas the suspension of training activi-
ties at the Vieques training range has re-

sulted in a loss of critical combat training 
that is essential to the Nation’s Navy and 
Marine forces; and 

Whereas, given that recently deploying 
Navy and Marine Corps battle groups have 
been sent directly into combat operations in 
Kosovo and Iraq, thereby placing service per-
sonnel immediately in harm’s way, it would 
be unthinkable to knowingly deploy mem-
bers of the Armed Forces in the future with-
out this essential training, since to do so 
would place American lives, including the 
lives of members of the Armed Forces from 
Puerto Rico, at high risk: Now, therefore, be 
it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the Congress—

(1) calls upon the Secretary of the Navy 
and the Attorney General of the United 
States to promptly ensure that the Federal 
property located at the Vieques training 
range in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 
is safe and secure and, once the range is safe 
and secure, for the Secretary of the Navy to 
resume critical live fire training at that 
range; 

(2) calls upon the President, as Com-
mander-in-Chief, to ensure that United 
States forces deploy with 100 percent of the 
combat qualifications needed to meet na-
tional security requirements; 

(3) strongly urges the Department of De-
fense and the Government of Puerto Rico to 
reestablish a mutually supportive relation-
ship, to resolve the issues between the De-
partment of the Navy and the people of Puer-
to Rico, and to implement a program that 
addresses the economic and social needs and 
safety concerns of the residents of Vieques 
and the citizens of Puerto Rico; and 

(4) recognizes the significant contribution 
by the residents of Vieques and the citizens 
of Puerto Rico to the Nation’s defense.

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 209—EX-
PRESSING CONCERN OVER IN-
TERFERENCE WITH FREEDOM OF 
THE PRESS AND THE INDEPEND-
ENCE OF JUDICIAL AND ELEC-
TORAL INSTITUTIONS IN PERU 

Mr. HELMS (for himself, Mr. LEAHY, 
Mr. COVERDELL, Mr. DODD, Mr. DEWINE, 
and Mr. JEFFORDS) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions: 

S. RES. 209

Whereas the independence of Peru’s legis-
lative and judicial branches has been 
brought into question by the May 29, 1997, 
dismissal of 3 Constitutional Tribunal mag-
istrates; 

Whereas Peru’s National Council of Mag-
istrates and the National Election Board 
have been manipulated by President Alberto 
Fujimori and his allies so he can seek a third 
term in office; 

Whereas the Department of State’s Coun-
try Report on Human Rights Practices for 
1998, dated February 26, 1999, concludes, with 
respect to Peru, that ‘‘government intel-
ligence agents allegedly orchestrated a cam-
paign of spurious attacks by the tabloid 
press against a handful of publishers and in-
vestigative journalists in the strongly pro-
opposition daily La Republica and the other 
print outlets and electronic media’’; 

Whereas the Department of State’s Coun-
try Report on Human Rights Practices for 
1997, dated January 30, 1998, states that 
Channel 2 television station reporters in 

Peru ‘‘revealed torture by Army Intelligence 
Service Officers’’ and ‘‘the systematic wire-
tapping of journalists, government officials, 
and opposition politicians’’; 

Whereas on July 13, 1997, Peruvian immi-
gration authorities revoked the Peruvian 
citizenship of Baruch Ivcher, the Israeli-born 
owner of the Channel 2 television station; 
and 

Whereas Baruch Ivcher subsequently lost 
control of Channel 2 under an interpretation 
of a law that provides that a foreigner may 
not own a media organization, causing the 
Department of State’s Report on Human 
Rights Practices for 1998 to report that 
‘‘threats and harassment continued against 
Baruch Ivcher and some of his former jour-
nalists and administrative staff...In Sep-
tember Ivcher and several of his staff in-
volved in his other nonmedia businesses were 
charged with customs fraud. The Courts sen-
tenced Ivcher in absentia to 12 years’ impris-
onment and his secretary to 3 years in pris-
on. Other persons from his former television 
station, who resigned in protest in 1997 when 
the station was taken away, also have had 
various charges leveled against them and 
complain of telephone threats and surveil-
lance by persons in unmarked cars’’: Now, 
therefore, be it

Resolved, 
SECTION 1. SENSE OF THE SENATE ON ANTI-

DEMOCRATIC MEASURES BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF PERU. 

It is the sense of the Senate that—
(1) the erosion of the independence of judi-

cial and electoral branches of the Govern-
ment of Peru and the blatant intimidation of 
journalists in Peru are matters of serious 
concern to the Unites States; 

(2) efforts by any person or political move-
ment in Peru to undermine that country’s 
constitutional order for personal or political 
gain are inconsistent with the standard of 
representative democracy in the Western 
Hemisphere; 

(3) the Government of the United States 
supports the effort of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights to report on 
the pattern of threats to democracy, freedom 
of the press, and judicial independence by 
the Government of Peru; and 

(4) systematic abuse of the rule of law and 
threats to democracy in Peru could under-
mine the confidence of foreign investors in, 
as well as the credit worthiness of, Peru. 
SEC. 2. TRANSMITTAL OF RESOLUTION. 

The Secretary of the Senate shall transmit 
a copy of this resolution to the Secretary of 
State with the request that the Secretary 
further transmit such copy to the Secretary 
General of the Organization of the American 
States, the President of the Inter-American 
Development Bank, and the President of the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 210—RECOG-
NIZING AND HONORING THE NEW 
YORK YANKEES 
Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr. MOY-

NIHAN, and Mr. LIEBERMAN) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 210
Whereas the New York Yankees are 1 of 

the greatest sports franchises ever; 
Whereas the New York Yankees are the 

winningest sports franchise in professional 
sports history; 

Whereas the New York Yankees have won 
25 World Series, the most by any major 
league franchise; 
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